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INDRA  NOOYI : A 
CORPORATE GIANT























Unit 2

appro jrd by sudha
murthy



Sudha Kulkarni was the only girl in the 
postgraduate department of computer science 

and was staying at the ladies' hostel. 

One day, she saw an advertisement on the notice 
board. It was a standard job-requirement notice 

from the famous automobile company Telco (now 
Tata Motors)... It stated that the company 

required young, bright engineers.

At the bottom was a small line: 'Lady Candidates 
need not apply.' 



She read it and was very upset. 

Though she was not keen on taking up the job, 
she saw it as a challenge. She had done extremely 

well in academics, better than most of her male 
peers... 

Little did she know then that in real life academic 
excellence is not enough to be successful? 

She then took a postcard and wrote a letter to 
JRD Tata, the owner of TATA Group.



The great Tatas have always been

pioneers. They are the people who

started the basic infrastructure

industries in India, such as iron

and steel, chemicals, textiles and

locomotives they have cared for

higher education in India since

1900 and they were responsible for

the establishment of the Indian

Institute of Science. Fortunately, I

study there. But I am surprised how

a company such as Telco is

discriminating on the basis of

gender.

Mumbai

Bombay House,

Tata Group of Industries,

JRD Tata,



After some days, she got a letter and she was 
invited for an interview. 

With no intention of taking up the job, she went to 
Pune for the interview wherein she was told that 
they don’t encourage female candidates because 
they had in the past never hired females for that 

profile.

She told the panel of interviewers that “But you 
must start somewhere, otherwise no woman will 

ever be able to work in your factories.”

Finally, after a series of technical questions to test 
her knowledge, she was told she has got the job 

which she decided to take up.



Sudha was in Mr. Moolgaokar’s office (Chairman of 
Telco) when JRD entered. 

Mr. Moolgaokar introduced her to JRD “Jeh (that's 
what his close associates called him), this young 

woman is an engineer and that too a postgraduate. She 
is the first woman to work on the Telco shop floor.”

To which JRD remarked “'It is nice that girls are getting 
into engineering in our country. By the way, what is 

your name?”

She told him “'When I joined Telco I was Sudha 
Kulkarni, Sir,' I replied. 'Now I am Sudha Murthy.”

JRD smiled and Sudha left the room. 

First Meeting with JRD Tata



Once Sudha was waiting for her husband to pick her up 
when JRD walked by and asked her

JRD: What are you doing in office after office hours??

Sudha: I’m waiting for my husband to pick me up.

JRD: It is getting dark, I will wait with you till your 
husband comes.

Sudha observed how simply he was dressed and he had no 
qualms waiting for an ordinary employee of his company.

Sudha ran out as soon as her husband came. JRD called 
behind her and said “Young lady, tell your husband never 

to make his wife wait again.”

Sudha meets JRD again



JRD was walking by when he saw Sudha and asked 
her what she was doing. Sudha told him that she 

had resigned because her husband was planning to 
start a new company called Infosys.

JRD asked her “Oh! And what will you do when 
you will be successful”

Last meet with JRD



She replied “Sir, I don't know whether we will be 
successful.”

JRD advised her to 

“Never start with diffidence, always start with 
confidence.” 

“When you are successful you must give back to 
society. Society gives us so much; we must 

reciprocate. Wish you all the best.” 

Then JRD continued walking up the stairs. That 
was the last time Sudha saw him alive.

JRD’s final advice



Sudha Murthy is a widely published writer 
and chairperson of the Infosys Foundation 

involved in a number of social development 
initiatives. Infosys chairman Narayana 

Murthy is her husband.



I consider JRD a great man because, despite being 
an extremely busy person, he valued one postcard 

written by a young girl seeking justice. He must 
have received thousands of letters everyday. He 
could have thrown mine away, but he didn't do 

that. He respected the intentions of that unknown 
girl, who had neither influence nor money, and 

gave her an opportunity in his company. He did not 
merely give her a job; he changed her life and 

mindset forever. 
If at all time stops and asks me what I want from 

life, I would say I wish JRD were alive today to see 
how the company we started has grown. He would 

have enjoyed it wholeheartedly

She says that



She also says that….

My love and respect for the House of 
Tata remains undiminished by the 

passage of time. I always looked up to 
JRD. I saw him as a role model for his 
simplicity, his generosity, his kindness 
and the care he took of his employees. 
Those blue eyes always reminded me 

of the sky; they had the same vastness 
and magnificence. 



THANK YOU !!
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FUR…………

















Unit 4

AFTER 20 YEARS…..





































Unit 5

O CAPTAIN MY  
CAPTAIN!





































Unit 6

PRAYER FOR MY 
DAUGHTER ….







































• THANKS YOU
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